Dodge County Alliance for Healthy Soil Healthy Water
June 14, 2021 Minutes
Via Zoom Meeting

Participants: Josh Bendorf, Susan Blachowiak Baloun, Bill Boettge, Evonne Boettge, John Bohonek, Andrew Condon, Colleen Crane, Jerry Cypert, Jeff Gaska, Dale Gasser, Tally Hamilton, Becky Justmann, Wayne Kok, Tim Meekma, Charlie Nelson, Tony Peirick, Ellen Perkins, Michelle Probst, Mark Riedel, Addie Schlussel, Michael Tiboris,  Linda Truelove, Marty Weiss and Tracy Zemlo.

No comments or corrections to the April 12, 2021 minutes. 

Event Update
Dairy Brunch June 6, 2021
· Great turn out. Just under 2000 people in attendance.
Fox Lake Social for Soil Health Incentive Program
· Will be held Thurs. June 17th, 2-4:30 pm at Cabby’s in Fox Lake. Casual afternoon with a couple of speakers. There are currently 10 participants signed up for the cover crop program. The signup deadline is July 1, 2021.
HSHW Shoreline Garden Tour, June 26, 2021
· Have ten people signed up. The tour will take place rain or shine.
Dodge County Farmer Pontoon Boat Rides, July 17, 2021
· Have received ten RSVP’s so far. July 1st is the registration deadline. Will have a poster displayed at the Forage Council Twilight Meeting to promote the event. Will be sending out an email reminder.
Dodge County Fair, August 18-22, 2021
· HSHW will be having a tent next to the Farm Bureau building. Looking for individuals to volunteer to help out in the tent. 

Committee Reports
Marketing/Communications/Membership
· Video updates: Rick Clark highlight reel is up on the Alliance and Farmer Website. Looking to promote this video. Waiting for Doug Condon’s schedule to open up to get the other videos up. Colleen has been in contact with him.
· Upcoming newsletter: Newsletter will be going out shortly so the Garden Tour event can be promoted. Those that have committed to submitting an article please get them to Michelle as soon as possible.
· Appearance on Community Comment, June 21, 2021: Bill and Liz will be on Community Comment. They will be promoting the water garden tour event, along with promoting the HSHW Alliance and Farmer group. They are scheduled for a full hour. 


Programs and Activities
Grant Update
· Wildcat Creek and Lake Sinissippi: Should know how the grant applications ranked by the end of July. Should find out in October if they will receive funding.
· Farmland Lease Addendum: Jeff Gaska shared that they are moving forward. He has met with Brian Fields from the Highway Dept. to discuss the Counties land lease for the County owned land that is rented out. Hope to be meeting with him again. 
· Other projects: Final approval has been given for the Matt Leinke project. 
Finance
· Sponsorship solicitation: Met with the Farmer group to starting working on joint sponsorship solicitation. Hoping to have something put together this summer. 
· River Alliance: Mike Tiboris shared the background of the River Alliance. They have some operating money available and would like to collaborate with the HSHW Alliance and Farmer groups on some projects. Tony will contact Mike with information regarding the next farmer board meeting so he can attend to discuss some possible ideas for projects.

Reports from Organizations, Agencies and Groups
· HSHW Farmer Group: Tony P attended a field day event in Iowa. Rick Clark was also there. Tony will be one of the main speakers at the No-Till virtual conference. Trying to put together some pop up informal farm meetings. Meetings would be held in farm fields. Looking to do these this summer and into the fall. Working on August event.
· Rock River Coalition: Stream monitoring training sessions were held. They currently have 8 or 9 volunteers working around the Wild Cat Creek and Lake Sinissippi.  Let Addie know if you are interested in volunteering. Aquatic Invasive Species snapshot day event is being held Saturday, August 21, 2021.
· Pheasants Forever: Josh Bendorf reviewed what Pheasants Forever is about and what they do.
· FLILPARD: Annual meeting will be August 7, 2021. Reviewed the upcoming Soil Health Incentive Program event being held at Cabby’s on June 17th and the Farmer appreciation pontoon ride event being held July 17th.
· FLPO: Kayak launch station was approved at the annual meeting. They will be looking into a grant for funding of the project, but will proceed with it if no grant money is received. They have a carp reduction event coming up on June 19th. FLPO will be paying 50 cents per carp and awarding a prize for the largest carp and for the most carp per boat. They will be having some educational programs on carp damage and the effect it has on the Lake.
· BDLIA: Fish ‘n fun was held June 5th. They had 65 participants plus their parents. Cabela’s gave a rod and reel to each of the participants. Great paddle fest was held June12th. Best Dam Fest will be held July 7th& 8th. Pontoon rides will be available at the event. Annual meeting will be held August 28th. Fundraising banquet will be held at Bayside on Sept. 20th. 
· BDLD: Annual meeting will be held on August 14, 2021. Three commissioners will be elected at this meeting. 
· LWCC: There were 22,700 trees sold during the 2021 tree sale. There is a grass waterway going in on the north side of Fox Lake. A couple of projects will be starting soon.
· DNR: Employees are going back to full staffing in the office. Mark R updated the group on the NR151 rule changes for nitrate. DNR is working on revising terms and language on leases for farming on DNR land. 
· UW Ext.: Please get newsletter articles turned into Michelle.
· Sinissippi: They are moving ahead on survey. They received eleven responses back. Ellen shared some of the information they have collected.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next Alliance meeting will be held in July. Board will be discussing an outdoor in person meeting.Details to follow. It was decided at the board meeting to hold the July meeting via zoom at 1:00 pm on Monday, July 12, 2021. They will be working on an outdoor meeting for August.



