Dodge County Alliance for Healthy Soil Healthy Water
Sept 13, 2021 Minutes
					                Via Zoom

Participants: Josh Bendorf, Bill Boettge, John Bohonek, Colleen Crane, Jerry Cypert, Jeff Gaska, Dale Gasser, Wayne Kok, Dale Macheel, Tim Meekma, Ellen Perkins, Michelle Probst, Charlie Nelson, Mark Riedel, Addie Schlussel, Mike Sorge, Bill Stangel, Michael Tiboris, Linda Truelove, Tracy Zemlo, Susan B from BDLIA,

No comments or corrections to the Aug, 2021 minutes.

Review of events this past month and upcoming events

Dodge County Fair, HSHW Farm Group exhibit
A good collaborative effort between the shoreline owners and farmers. The booth was well received and Liz Orsay has made suggestions for next year’s HSHW booth.

Other upcoming events
· The Cover Crop Showcase Oct. 6 will take place at Hoekstra’s and also a Sinissippi area location, showing both sides of Dodge County. The Hoekstra event will start at 4p and then to Cabby’s for a social. Bill S will work w/Ellen regarding the Sinissippi event.
 
Committee Reports
Marketing, Communication and Membership
· Video update: The Farmer specific video has been finished and we are waiting for Doug Condon to be able to finish the Shoreline specific video. The Farmer specific video was shown to the group. A discussion then took place how to utilize the video and ideas on a distribution list. Colleen will follow up.  
· Newsletter: Next newsletter will be sent out September 27. Bill B and Colleen expressed their thanks to Michelle for all that she has done to benefit the Alliance and the communications’ efforts.

Projects & Programs
· Sand County sensors are now on-line. Collected data will be used to place soil moisture and temperature probes for real-time observation and data collection. The focus of the study is to find out if any of the current soil health indicators correlate with the installed soil moisture/temperature probes. 
· SARE Grant 3 year project has been accepted. Four trials are set up in Dodge County.

Sponsorship Solicitation Committee
· The Letter of Understanding will be on the agenda for the Sept HSHW BOD meeting. 

Reports from organizations, agencies and groups
· HSHW Farmers: An intern has volunteered to assist 40 hours and will be helping with the Cover Crop program. The intern will have desk space at the LWC office.
· Rock River Coalition: Addie Schlussel reported that she is working w/lake groups on the new AIS program. Stream monitoring will take place up to Oct and restart in May. Addie asked that if anyone knows of a large area of loosestrife, please reach out to her. 
· River Alliance: Bill B had supplied Michael T ideas on how the River Alliance can assist the Alliance with a grant. Sept. is grant restructuring time. He feels that some of the outreach ideas may be a good fit.
· Pheasants Forever:  Josh Bendorf  reported that the new hire process is continuing and that he is working on a video that explains Precision Ag.  
· FLIPARD: Tracy Zemlo provided an update on the 9KEP GIS modeling and BMP’s. All cover crop funds have been spoken for and this year’s program includes six new farmers. 
· FLPO: Charlie Nelson-Spring plans include a kayak launch station and boat cleaning station (with water, electricity, and tools) at the Town park. Charlie has blue green algae health alert laminated signs for those who wish to have. FLPO is looking into purchasing an ECO Harvester for $100,000 that pulls weeks, not cut. Mike Sorge suggested that he and Charlie discuss further before going too much further on this. 
·  BDLIA: Susan B reported that the 25th BDLIA fundraiser will be taking place Sept. 20 at the BayView Supper Club. This is the organization’s only source of income
·  BDLD: Bill Boettge-100 attended the first annual meeting. The budget was approved with a per parcel fee. Some anti-district people were present and three commissioners were elected
· Sinissippi: Ellen Perkins reported that the annual meeting was held in August. Public meetings will be taking place in Sept for feedback on the District’s Lake Adaptive Management Plan. 
· DNR: Mike Sorge-Arthur Watkinson has been hired to replace Susan Graham and will begin late September. A new hire for AIS coordinator has also taken place.
Mark Riedel-Reported on the Nitrogen Performance Package. The exception area has been a collaborative effort between the DNR/agronomists/farmers. For example, 70-75% of corn for silage is already meeting standard.
Dale Gasser-No update.
· LWC: John Bohonek reported that DATCP grant is due Sept. 27.
· UW Ext: No report

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Alliance BOD has decided to skip the October Alliance meeting due to the farming community being busy with Harvest. The Alliance BOD will meet Oct. 18, 10a, via Zoom.   

Respectfully submitted, Colleen Crane, Alliance BOD Secretary, in Becky Justmann’s absence
